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(d) DEATH OF A CANDIDATE, PRESIDENT ELECT OR SECRETARY ELECT
1. If after the acceptance of nominations by the Returning Officer but prior
to the day of the elections, any candidate for the post of President or
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26.

27.

Secretary dies, the proposed election for the post of President or Secretary,
as the case may be, shall not proceed further but fresh nominations

shall be called for such post and the provisions of Rule (D) 4 herein after
contained shall apply.

2. If on the day of the elections but prior to the declaration of the results by
the Returning Officer, any candidate for the post of President or Secretary
dies, the Returning Officer shall proceed with the elections and the
counting of votes. If the deceased candidate polls the highest number of
votes, the Returning Officer shall not declare the result of such election.

In such an event, fresh nominations shall be called for such post and the
provisions of the said Rule (D) 4 shall apply.

3. If after the declaration of the results by the Returning Officer of the election

of the President and Secretary but prior to the installation of the President elect as the
President and to the assumption of office by the Secretary elect as the Secretary at the
Annual Convocation, any one of them dies,

the post of President or Secretary, as the case may be, shall be deemed

to be vacant and fresh nominations shall be called for such post and the

provisions of the said Rule (D) 4 shall apply.

4. In the event of the death of any candidate for the post of President or

Secretary or of the President elect or Secretary elect fresh nominations shall

have to be called for, followed by an election, notwithstanding anything

to the contrary contained in any Article of the Constitution or in any other

Rule in Schedule “B” thereto, the date of such nominations shall be within

ten days from the date of such death and the date of such election shall

be within twenty one days from the date of such nominations. Subject to

the aforesaid, the Nomination and Election Procedure — Rules contained in

schedule “B” to the Constitution shall mutatis mutandis apply to the said nominations
and election.
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President of the Bar Association of SriLanka
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37.

38.

A.  This episode brings to the forefront the position of the President of the
BASL. He, by virtue of Office, is considered the Leader of the Bar. He is
respected for his integrity, objectivity and as someone who has already
established himself as a leader in the profession. He is called upon, if
not persuaded, to render a service to the legal profession by sacrificing
some of his professional time to serve the larger interests of the Bar.

B.  He must be seen as the face and voice of the profession to whom its members
proudly lookup as a worthy leader/ representative. He should be able to
command the respect and have the capacity and ability to havea one-on-one
relationship with key stakeholders in the justice and administrative system such
as the Chief Justice, Members of the Judiciary, Attorney General, President of the
Republic, Prime Minister, Minister of Justice and other senior government

officials, among others.

c. The President, at the least, should be someone persuaded to lead and
not someone pursuing this role through mere popularity or popular
vote.
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